Spellcaster Stages Presents

Dene

NEWSIES

MUSICAL THEATRE INTENSIVE — SUMMER 2026
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Camp Times: 9:00am—-2:00pm
Public performances:
Frl, Aug 14 (Ai‘ternoon) / Sat, Aug 15 (Mat:Lnee) A Sat, Aug 15 (Afternoon)
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To save time, we will be holding easy auditions before camp starts!
Interested in joining but don’t want to audition?

That’s oka%r
Just tell Haley you’d like to skip auditions.

You’ll be cast in our high—-energy ensemble and be featured throughout the show!

If you choose to audition:

You will receive an email with sign—ups and the following info:

/ ) G - . -
ot OISO o1
: Y
Ooti f short {S&A video of a short ;
vocal cuts from dance combo to G
the show 7 Yol g lines from the

show to read

§
=
-



a note on gender in Newsies:

Usually, productions of Newsies portrays the majority of its newsboys as masculine, but
our interpretation, the junior version of this show, and history(!) acknowledges female-
presenting newsies in the cast. We will ask performers what gender presentation(s) they are
willing to portray onstage and will do our best to meet those requests, though we
encourage flexibility and willingness to play with gender presentation! We cannot change
names and pronouns in the script.
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When powerful newspaper publishers raise prices at the newsboys' expense, the
charismatic Jack Kelly rallies newsies from across the city to strike against
the unfair conditions. Together, the newsies learn that they are stronger united
and create a movement to fight for what's right.

Inspired by the rousing true story of newsboys in turn-of-the-century New York
City.
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Families will be sent an af or able costumei packagg.ﬁvlth l:Lnks to" necessary
costume pieces. If performers already have any of the items, they do not need to
be repurchased!

For Newsies, this will include a newsie cap, shirt/trousers, vest or suspenders;
or dress/skirt options for Katherine/Medda for femme characters!

ADDITIONAL NOTE: “King of New York” is a tap dance number. Those who would like to
partlc:Lpate (no experience necessary) will need to purchase tap shoes (usually $20-40
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Students will be given a safe—-space agreement with further expectations on the first day

Any questions? Feel free to reach out to
director Haley at any point!
text/call: (503) 208-4242 email: haley@spellcasterstages.com



Dene

NEWSIES

ROLES!

Please note: while characters will be portrayed as the genders listed in
their description, all roles are open to all actors regardless of their
gender identity

There may be additional roles not listed for featured ensemble, and solos
and features will be given as casting commences!

JACK KELLY
MALE. The charismatic leader of the Manhattan newsies, Jack is an orphaned dreamer and
artist who yearns to get out of the crowded streets of New York and make a better 1ife for
himself out West. Fiercely protective, commanding and charming, with a tough—guy exterior
and big heart.
(Check out his heartfelt big song — “Santa Fe”)

KATHERINE PLUMBER
FEMALE. An ambitious young reporter, she works hard to make a name for herself as a
legitimate journalist in a time when women aren’t taken seriously. Quick, funny, and
resourceful.
(Check out her showstopping patter song - “Watch What Happens”)

DAVEY
MALE. Straight—-laced and bright, Davey starts selling newspapers to help his family earn a
living but becomes swept up in the fervor of the strike. A leader in his own right, who is
learning to use his voice to uplift others, he is the brains of the resistance.
(Check out his opening solo to the rallying song — “Seize the Day”)

LES
MALE. Davey’s cheeky younger sibling, Les is excited by the newsies’ freedom and loves their
independent lifestyle. Pint—-sized and charming, he quickly finds belonging with the older
newsies.

CRUTCHIE
MALE. Jack’s best friend and a dedicated newsie with a “bum leg” from polio that causes pain,
but helps sell more papes. This actor will move with a crutch, but it doesn’t definite him -
Crutchie’s ever—positive, goofy—sweet, and optimistically resilient.
(Check out his sad but optimistic letter to Jack - “Letter from the Refuge”)



MEDDA LARKIN
FEMALE. A big-voiced singer and star, she’s a proud supporter of the newsies, offering her
theater as a safe haven for their revolution. Medda is sharp, comedic, and firm in the fight
for justice.
(Check out her vaudeville song — “Just a Pretty Face”)

NEWSIES (Featured Soloists)
MALE & FEMALE. Race, Albert, Muriel, Nancy, Specs, Pigtails, Hazel, Buttons, Tommy Boy,
Romeo, Jo Jo.
(Check out any of the group numbers — “Carrying the Banner,” “World Will Know,” etc)

ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ENSEMBLE ROLES MAY BE COMBINED FOR MULTIPLE PARTS

WEISEL
MALE. Aka “Weasel”. A disgruntled paper-pusher who uses the Delancey brothers as his muscle
and has little patience or sympathy for the newsies.

JOSEPH PULITZER
MALE. A pompous businessman through and through, he owns the World newspaper and is
concerned solely with the bottom Iine (money). Katherine’s no-nonsense father, Pulitzer
doesn’t sympathize with the strikers, but he does eventually — and grudgingly — respect
Jack.

BUNSEN
FLEXIBLE. Pulitzer’s bookkeeper who helps Pulitzer come up with the idea to raise the
newsies’ price per paper.

HANNAH
FEMALE. Pulitzer’s secretary who is a clever advocate for the newsies.

PAT
FLEXIBLE. An efficient stage manager who introduces Medda’s act.

GOVERNOR TEDDY ROOSEVELT
MALE. A well-respected lifelong public servant who inspires Jack to stand up to Pulitzer.
Cast an actor with the ability to portray the maturity and stature of this well- respected
leader.

SNYDER
MALE. The crooked warden of The Refuge, a filthy and horrible juvenile reformatory.
Imposing and sinister character opportunity.

SEITZ
FLEXIBLE. The editor of the World who advises Pulitzer, but ultimately admires the kids’
newspaper.



BILL
MALE. Katherine’s upperclass friend whose parents own the New York Journal and help the
newsies print the Newsies Banner.

DOROTHY
FEMALE. Katherine’s upperclass friend whose parents own the New York Tribune and help the
newsies print the Newsies Banner.

DARCY
FEMALE. A photographer who works with Katherine.

OSCAR & MORRIS DELANCEY
MALE. Tough guys who take the side of the publishers in the strike and are known to use
their fists to make a point. Laughable goons, but still threatening.

ADA, OLIVE, & ETHEL
FEMALE. Vaudeville performers who star with Medda in her show.

EVEN MORE ENSEMBLE ROLES
SCABS (1-3); the newsies’ CUSTOMERS; citizens of New York of all stripes; corrupt POLICE
OFFICERS, including the POLICE CHIEF; WORKING CHILDREN of New York City



